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and early in the summer an unfortunate incident isso.
encouraged the idea that in a British House of
Commons Ireland could not expect fair play.
M. Leon Say, the distinguished economist, who
represented the French Republic at St. James's, was
recalled to preside over the Senate, and his place
was taken by M. Challernel-Lacour, who had made The case of
himself obnoxious to the Ultramontane faction In SSJS161"
the Church of Rome.1 An Irish Member, himself
an Ultramontane Catholic, put a question to the
Foreign Office which reflected injuriously upon the
character of the new Ambassador. Inasmuch as
the Government were not in any way responsible
for the appointment of M. ChaUemel-Lacour, the
Speaker might well have ruled the question out of
order. It was, however, put, and Sir Charles Dilke June 14.
categorically denied all the allegations contained in
it. Thereupon the Member who put it, acting
within his strict Parliamentary right, moved the
adjournment of the House for the purpose of re-
peating and amplifying his charges. His conduct
was thoroughly perverse, and an abuse of his posi-
tion. But he could do no harm to M, Challemel-
Lacour, a man even more eminent in letters than
in politics, and the motion would probably have
fallen through for want of a seconder. Unfor-
tunately Mr. Gladstone, yielding to a natural
impulse of indignation, moved that he be not
heard, and the Speaker put the question, though
admitting that there had been no precedent for
two hundred years. That the rest of the sitting
was wasted in a futile wrangle over a point
which provoked unlimited debate was a small
matter. It was far more serious, and infinitely

1 He was alleged to have ordered the massacre of some volunteers
in the Gironde during the war^ using the words Ftuillex-moi ces gens-la.
But the story was a fable,, and he had for several years t>een Minister
of the French Republic to the Swiss Confederation at Berne.